Guiding Principles & Leading Programs
PEOPLE ARE OUR WEALTH
Our country's wealth draws from its human capital. This must be protected, nurtured, and assured of fair returns. We will build up the capacity of our people, specially our women and youth, and our communities to benefit from the Knowledge Society. Our nation will maximize returns from its stock of human and intellectual capital. 

1. Implement socio-economic adjustment measures. 

• Organize and disseminate adjustment information and assistance. 
Implement business promotion services in opportunity areas opened up by economic liberalization. Encourage the re-focusing of "sunset industries." Assist displaced workers in getting re-employed. 

• Ensure the efficient delivery of government's social services. 
Give priority to preventive rather than culturative health care. Institutionalize the integrated hospital system. Improve efficiency in the national shelter program. Keep the people informed about population management issues and the available options to the individual in accord with their religious beliefs. 

• Protect the rights and welfare of our basic sectors. 
Integrate gender responsiveness into policy-making. Appoint more women to the cabinet. 

2. Complete the national information infrastructure. 
• Ensure affordable, universal information access at the barangay level. 
Accelerate the building of the national digital communications backbone. Encourage the use and adaptation of current information technology in academe, government and business. Foster entrepreneurship and competition in the telecom, broadcast, multimedia and related industries. Ensure availability and public access to government information. Develop public libraries and information centers as key disseminators of relevant and useful information to community. 

• Encourage digital content development. 
Continue providing recognition and awards for IT achievements. Protect intellectual property rights. Initiate measures for greater access to technology and information. 

• Encourage electronic commerce. 
Formulate and implement the required "cyberlaws" - e.g. standardization of electronic message formats, reognition and acceptance of digital signatures, protection of network security, national and international settlements. 

3. Prepare our workforce and entrepreneurs. 
• Strengthen the education system. 
Improve completion rates at the basic education level. Expand feeding and other non-tuition support to poorest pupils. Accelerate the implementation of dual-tech systems and other programs linking the school to the workplace. Improve teacher training and continuing education. Deregulate college and post- graduate education, with initial subsidies linked to performance of graduates. Fully implement the Study Now, Pay Later Program and assure a graduate in every home. 

• Retool our human resources. 
Computerize schools and libraries. Accelerate the implementation of initiatives in open universities and distance education. Encourage continuing technical and professional education. Institutionalize the Technocorps program. 

• Enhance creativity through the arts. 
Foster creativity in problem solving by harnessing the intelligence and innovativeness of both traditional and modern arts. Assure freedom of expression. Promote cultural literacy among Filipinos. Preserve and develop indigenous culture. 

• Foster linkages between large firms and SME's 
Build up the physical support infrastructure for closer integration of local businesses. Provide information and networking assistance for vertical coordination of small entrepreneurs. 

RULE OF LAW PROTECT US
Democracy, free markets and freedom of choice can enhance each other. Government must focus on governance, in laying down and implementing the ground rules to protect and preserve life and property and to facilitate social and economic exchange. We will strengthen our basic political institutions and work out strategic alliances with the community of nations.

4. Re-assert the rule of law. 

• Reform the administration of justice. 
Modernize and retain the police and the military. Secure upward mobility for young, competent and idealistic officers. Lead by example. 

• Reform the bureaucracy. 
Implement re-engineering and optional early retirement. Retain the bureaucracy. Minimize and decentralize procedural requirements. Emphasize the quality of service by government. Strengthen ethical values. Ensure transparency in public transactions. 

5. Implement collaborative governance. 
• Strengthen the capacities of local government. 
Leverage support to LGUs to encourage their generation of matching counterpart founding. Encourage the more active and meaningful participation of local Pos and NGOs. 

• Continue the peace process. 

6. Pursue mutually beneficial and fair international relations. 
• Develop closer ties with Southeast Asia and China. 
• Strengthen Philippine participation in multilateral organizations. 
• Advocate fair trade and the continuing responsibility of the developed nations. 

SUSTAINED GROWTH BENEFITS ALL
Private business should flourish. Public policy will focus on stability and long-term growth. Local areas will decide on their own directions for development. 

7. Ensure continuing macroeconomic stability. 

• To promote greater local content in exports and enhance value creation from within the country. 

• Encourage domestic savings to increase local investments. 
Financial deepening through the development of the long-term capital market. Dispersal of ownership of enterprise - e.g., family corporations and firms enjoying incentives to go public; stock options to be offered to employees. 

• Close the fiscal gap through prudent spending. 
Rationalize budgeting, procurement, and auditing processes. Strengthen tax collection. Privatize the provision of public services which compete with private business. 

• Ensure price stability. 
Secure alternative sources of supply for critical commodities. Increase production through appropriate use of technology. 

• Formulate and implement competition policy. 
Finalize anti-trust laws and mechanisms and similar initiatives to discourage anti-competitive behavior. 

• Encourage more long -term foreign investments. 

8. Foster sustainable development. 
• Ensure food security. 
Adapt technology with increased yields on less land. Disseminate price information. Encourage networking for local distribution. Provide effective infrastructure and extension services in the areas of irrigation, post-harvest technologies, multimodal transport, financing, and similar areas to support agriculture. Improve farmer competence 
and expand agricultural extension services. 

• Protect the environment. 
Broaden programs for community stewardship over natural resources. Implement the integrated land use policy. Protect the life- sustaining system of water, air, soil and bio-adversity. 

9. Accelerate regional development. 
• Disperse opportunities to the regions, specially the poor ones along 
the Philippine's Pacific coastline. 

• Encourage issuance of local government bonds and similar 
instruments to complement local resources. 

10. Encourage small and medium entrepreneurship. 
Provide preferential access to credit for small entrepreneurs.

